
struction of the shrine of 
Walsingham, and of so 
many of our churches, and 
the turning away of our 
countrymen from the Faith 
of their Fathers, spurred 
on by anti-Catholic propa-
ganda, is not something to 
celebrate. While we glory 
in the faith of the English 
Martyrs, we do not cele-
brate the errors or hatred 
against the Church which 
brought about their mar-
tyrdom. Yes, we should 
reach out to other churches 
and seek to work and wit-
ness together today, but 
never at the expense of the 
fullness of our Catholic 
Faith, nor at the expense of 
glorifying the destruction 
of Catholic unity. 

This week I am leading a 
group of priests to Ars for 
a retreat. Please pray for 
them that the Curé of Ars 
may pray for them. 

Of all the places that I most 
enjoy celebrating the Holy 
Mass, at the top of my list 
would be the Slipper Chap-
el at the shrine of Our La-
dy of Walsingham in Nor-
folk. Even before I was a 
Catholic I was drawn to 
Walsingham, and since 
first visiting the shrine 
when I was 16, I have re-
turned many times, on 
large pilgrimages, youth 
festivals, as well as private 
visits and with small 
groups. I have always been 
drawn to the silence of this 

little shrine, which was at 
one time, in the Middle 
Ages, one of the best 
known shrines in Europe.  

Today is the Feast of Our 
Lady of Walsingham. We 
do not celebrate this, as 
Sunday takes precedence. 
We can still rejoice in the 
honour which has been 
paid to Our Lady in this 
country, as well as make 
reparation for the dishon-
our that she has suffered.  

This year we are being 
invited to ‘celebrate’ the 
500th anniversary of the 
beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation. I am sorry, 
but I see nothing to cele-
brate, and will not be join-
ing the festivities. The 
Reformation, and the sepa-
ration of the reformed 
churches from the visible 
unity of the Catholic 
Church was a spiritual and 
cultural disaster. The de-

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Lorenzo Ruiz 

1600-1637 
As a child in his native 
Philippines, Lorenzo was 
an altar boy and became a 
third order Dominican. He 
married his wife, Rosario, 
and they had three chil-
dren. In 1636, he was ac-
cused of the murder of a 
Spaniard, and found refuge 
on a boat with three Do-
minican priests bound for 
Okinawa. On their arrival 

in Japan, they found that a 
persecution of the Chris-
tian population had begun. 
In Japan, Lorenzo was cap-
tured and sent to Nagasaki 
for torture, trying to get 
him to turn away from the 
Faith. Lorenzo refused, 
saying, “I am a Catholic 
and wholeheartedly accept 
death for God. Had I a 
thousand lives, all these to 
him I would offer. Do with 
me as you please.” 
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CHURCHES 
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5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
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on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 23rd   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Kath Wakefield 

Sunday 24th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Joan & Peter Jackson 

Twenty-Fifth   11.00am   Holy Mass  George Martin 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 25th       

Feria       

Tuesday 26th   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

Feria    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 27th       

St Vincent de Paul       

Thursday 28th       

Feria       

Friday 29th       

Ss Michael, Gabriel & 
Raphael 

      

Saturday 30th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday George, Kathleen & Edward  

St Jerome      Bridges 

Sunday 1st                9.00am    Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

Twenty-Sixth      11.00am   Holy Mass  Pat Holmes 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Sr M Rosarii 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

England, the dowry of mary 
Mgr John Armitage, the Rector of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsing-
ham, announced last month that England will be re-dedicated at the 
Dowry of Mary on the Feast of the Annunciation in 2020. The two parts 
of the Wilton Dyptych, which you can see either side of this text, are a 
painting which shows King Richard II of England, kneeling before Our 
Lady. An altarpiece from the same period shows King Richard handing 
his orb to Our Lady with the words: “This is thy dowry, O Holy Vir-
gin”. The idea of the Dowry, was that it was part of the husband’s estate 
set apart for the wife’s maintenance in the event of his death. The idea 
was that England had been set apart, of all the Christian kingdoms, as the 
particular possession of Our Lady—her consolation when others failed 
her. This was because of how very Catholic England was before the 
Reformation! Not as a description, but as a desire, that England should 
return to being this special possession of Our Lady, Pope Leo XIII in 
1893 confirmed the title. Let us pray for England to return to Our Lady! 
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PASTORAL 

you know someone who has turned 
away from faith, or whom you know 
needs to find faith in Jesus. Pray for 
that person, and then invite them. 
Let’s get invitational! 

Divine Renovation Conference 
For those who are going to the Di-
vine Renovation Conference: please 
note that we will now be departing 
on the evening of Tuesday 17th Oc-
tober and staying two nights in Lon-
don for the conference, as the early 
start to the schedule makes it very 
difficult otherwise. If anyone cannot 
bear the cost, it will be subsidised. 
Can you please let Fr Julian have the 
conference fee of £150 as soon as 
possible please? 

Parish Mission Please pray for the 
parish mission which is taking place at 
St Joseph’s, led by the Franciscans of 
the Renewal, 12th to 17th May 2018. 

RENOVATION 
Alpha Male Our men’s Alpha 
group finished the Alpha sessions in 
early August, and have now had the 
reunion. It was decided we would 
like to continue to meet to do anoth-
er project. So we will begin this new 
series of meetings on Saturday 30th 
September at 10am at St Joseph’s 
Presbytery. A ‘fixture card’ with 
dates and the subjects we will follow 
will be available soon! 

What next with Alpha? Our Al-
pha leaders met on Friday evening 
and have decided that we will be re-
turning to St Joseph’s for our next 
Alpha series. The next Alpha will 
begin on Saturday 4th November and 
will run on Saturday mornings at 9am 
until 6th January 2018. Maybe this is 
the time for you to do Alpha? Maybe 

50th Anniversary of Catholic 
Education in Biddulph It is 50 
years since English Martyrs’ School 
opened in Biddulph. We will be cele-
brating the anniversary with a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop McGough on 
Thursday 5th October at 7pm. It will 
be followed by a buffet and plaque 
unveiling at the school. We need a 
good attendance of past staff and pu-
pils and associated families. Please 
spread the word to make this a great 
celebration. 

Rome Pilgrimage Meeting For all 
those who are going on the pilgrim-
age to Rome and Assisi there will be 
a meeting on Thursday 12th October 
at 7pm at St Joseph’s Goldenhill. If 
you are coming on the pilgrimage, 
please make every effort to come. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Cake Sales There will be a cake  sale 
at Packmoor on the 7th October as 
part of the fund raising for the youth 
pilgrimage. The amount raised from 
the Goldenhill sale will be published 
when we have the total. 

Introducing Jonny This Saturday 
and Sunday, our new youth pastor for 
our parishes, Jonny Leybourne, who 
is also Lay Chaplain at St Margaret 
Ward, will be speaking at the end of 
each Mass. He will be inviting all of 
our young people (aged 11 to 18) to 
meet together on Friday 6th October 
to meet him, for a time of prayer and 
for food. The evening begins at 6pm 
and ends at 8pm. 

Friendship Club The Friendship 
Club for older people has changed its 
day from the last Wednesday of the 
month to the Tuesday, starting this 
month. This month it is on 26th Sep-
tember, at the usual time of 2pm. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299.  

Christmas Party The Friendship 
Club Christmas Party will be on 
Tuesday 12th December. Everyone is 
welcome, whether you usually come 
to the Friendship Club or not . Save 
the date! 

Biddulph & Packmoor Autumn 
Fayre This year the fayre will be on 
Saturday 18th November and will be 
back at Biddulph Town Hall. Prize 
Draw tickets will be on sale soon. 
Please consider how you can help, 
even you are not available on the day 
you could help with the preparation. 

Coffee Morning Our Lady of 
Grace Catholic Academy, Biddulph 
will be hosting a coffee morning, in 
aid of Macmillian Cancer Support, on 
Friday 29th September. It will start at 
9am and go on to 10.30am. A £2 
donation will be requested  for a cake 
and hot drink. Everyone is welcome.  

One of the main pastoral roles of the 
Archbishop is to make visitation of 
the Diocese, to support the faith of 
Catholics and to assess the pastoral 
needs of his Diocese for the future. 
The Visitation of the North Staffs 
Deanery is taking place from 3rd 
October to 23rd March 2018. Dur-
ing the Visitation, His Grace will 
come to our parishes on the 
weekend of 4th and 5th No-
vember. He will preach at each 
Mass and will want to meet with 
parishioners during the visit. As it is 
important that we be present for the 
Visitation, parishioners are asked to 
try to keep this time free so as to be 
able to come to Mass and meet with 
the Archbishop. We will also partici-
pate in the opening and closing of the 
Visitation. The opening event will be 
Vespers at St Joseph’s Burslem on 
Tuesday 3rd October at 7pm. We 
need 10 parishioners from each of 
our churches. Please put your name 
on the sign up sheet so that we can 
ensure a good participation. There 
will also be a closing Mass on Friday 
23rd March 2018 at 7pm at Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. You will hear 
more about the Visitation process 
over the next few weeks, as we pre-
pare for it.  

V ISITATION 

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Ravens-
wood, The Avenue, Kidsgrove on 
Tuesday, 26th September at 11am. 
All parishioners are most welcome to 
come and support this outreach. 



Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the 
people, says the Lord. Should they cry to me 
in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever.  
Psalm Response: The Lord is close to all who 
call him. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Bless-
ings on the King who comes, in the name of 
the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest heavens. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 
Acclamation:  Save us... 
Communion Antiphon: You have laid down your 
precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be 
firm in keeping your statutes. 

THE DEANERY  FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£417.60, Non Gift Aid £181.09. 
Total £598.69. Catholic Evangelisa-
tion £70.71. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £187.00, Non 
Gift Aid £168.88. Total £355.88. 
Catholic Evangelisation £53.96. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £216.00, Non 
Gift Aid £147.45. Total £363.45. 
Catholic Evangelisation £134.68. 

Second Collections: This Week  
Fr Hudson’s Care. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.119 M Meaney; 2nd Prize £10, 
No74 M Twomey.; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.170 J Marks  . This months draw: 
1st Prize £75, No.2 B Cunningham ; 
2nd Prize £50, No.66 C Warrilow; 
3rd Prize £25, No.116 P Maguire.  

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 20:1-16   

In the Old Testament, we see how the people of Israel are spoken of as 
‘God’s vine’. This is the biblical backdrop to Jesus’ parable in today’s Gos-
pel. The landowner is God. The vineyard is the kingdom. The workers hired 
at dawn are the Israelites, to whom He first offered His covenant. Those 
hired later in the day are the Gentiles, the non-Israelites, who, until the com-
ing of Christ, were strangers to the covenants of promise. In the Lord’s great 
generosity, the same wages, the same blessings promised to the first-called, 
the Israelites, will be paid to those called last, the rest of the nations. This 
provokes grumbling in today’s parable. Doesn’t the complaint of those first 
labourers sound like that of the older brother in Jesus’ prodigal son parable? 
God’s ways, however, are far from our ways. Today’s readings should cau-
tion us against the temptation to resent God’s lavish mercy. Like the Gen-
tiles, many will be allowed to enter the kingdom late – after having spent 
most of their days idling in sin. We should rejoice that God has compassion 
on all whom He has created. This should console us, too, especially if we 
have loved ones who remain far from the vineyard. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  

There is no surgery hour this week. 
It returns to its normal time on Mon-
day 2nd October at 7pm at St Jo-
seph’s Presbytery.  

PARISH REGISTERS 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 

St Johns: Richard Twomey 
St Joseph’s: Michael Jones 

All the sanctuary lamps at our four churches 
are available for dedication. The lamp burns 
all week—minimum donation £5. Please see 
Fr Julian (or Tony Giannasi for St John’s) to 
arrange. 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 776            THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Krystal Rose Stokes, who was bap-
tised at St Joseph’s this week. 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Marian Rypak. Requiem Mass 
was offered for the repose of his soul 
on Saturday 23rd September at St 
Joseph’s, followed by committal at 
Carmountside. 

Also for the soul of Sheila Barron. 
Liturgy of the Word and Committal 
will be at Bradwell Crematorium on 
Monday 25th September at 12.40pm. 
A Month’s Mind Mass will be offered 
for the repose of her soul on Satur-
day, 7th October at 6.30pm. 

 Requiescant in Pace 

Our Lady of Grace Partnership Safeguarding Team 

Each of our churches has a dedicated safeguarding representative, though all of our reps 
meet and work together alongside the Parish Priest. If you have a concern about the wel-
fare or safety of a child or vulnerable adult during a parish event or activity, please con-
tact one of the safeguarding reps, or alternatively contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Of-
fice on cpo@rc-birmingham.org or call 0121 230 6240. Our reps for each church are: 
English Martyrs: Mary Lomas  St John’s: Brenda McGough 
St Joseph’s: Suzanne Meakin  St Patrick’s: Peter Whitehouse 
Their contact details are available on the noticeboard. If you are ever concerned for the 
immediate safety of a child or vulnerable adult please call the police. 

A Day Celebrating the Secular 
Priesthood There will be a day led 
by Dr Judith Champ of Oscott Col-
lege, on the history of the  diocesan 
priesthood in our region. It will be at 
Our Lady and St Werburgh’s, Clay-
ton on Saturday 30th September. 
Begins with 10am Mass and will fin-
ish at 3.00pm. Tea and coffee provid-
ed but please bring a packed lunch. 

Mass for Blessed John Henry 
Newman There will be a deanery 
mass, to pray for the Canonisation of 
Blessed John Henry Newman, on 
Friday 6th October at 7pm at Our 
Lady & St Peter's, Stoke.  


